Nigerian people eat meat mainly from wild animals, and the strawcoloured fruit bat is a popular meat in the south-west, where colonies may number a million animals. But the killing methods are inefficient and wasteful, and no management of the populations is attempted. The author suggests there is need to improve the former and embark on the latter if this valuable resource is to be conserved.
bat meat sells for between N.80 and Nl .20 (Nl .00 = US $ 1.62 = £0.72). This is much cheaper than lkg of beef at N2.00 or more.
Like all wildlife, however, the bat is a natural resource that could be exhausted all too soon if sound management techniques are not used. The present killing methods are inefficient and wasteful (and cruel), many bats being merely wounded by the dane guns that are commonly used, and dead or wounded bats are often not recovered because of the thick, tangled vegetation around the roosting trees.
Nothing is known about the natural factors that encourage or repress population growth in the straw-coloured fruit bat, or on what age category these factors have maximum effects. Babies are carried about safely anchored to the mothers' mammae (with teeth) and abdomen (with leg claws) until they are capable of independent existence, which gives them a high chance of survival. But survival from juvenile stage to adult involves more risks, and possibly most deaths occur at this stage. The strong colonial habits of the species and the food shortage, particularly in the dry season when fruit is relatively scarce, are likely to play a major role in the regulation of population numbers.
No laws, customs or taboos protect the straw-coloured fruit bat from exploitation in any part of its range in south-west Nigeria. Clearly there is a need to regulate snooting in the exposed roosting colonies, and the increasing demands for the meat make some form of management important if the species is to continue to be exploited.
